Highlight the value of water

New Straits Times, Mar 9, 2010 | by James Gonzales 

THE water rationing in Seremban should be a cause for concern to all Malaysians in light of the prolonged dry spell. Syarikat Air Negri Sembilan Sdn Bhd (SAINS) began water rationing in several areas in Seremban on Sunday because of the hot weather and drop in rainfall in water catchment areas in the district.
Despite SAINS' assurance that it would take steps to distribute water to the affected areas, it is bound to affect residents. Only when we are faced with such a predicament do we reflect and ponder on the importance of this colourless, odourless and tasteless liquid known to chemists as H2O and to the layman as water.
How often do we respect this invaluable asset to mankind and cherish its value? Very seldom or even never. We assume it is our inherent right to possess it, just like clean, fresh and unpolluted air. Often, I have seen people indiscriminately wasting water by allowing it to flow at full force while washing their houses or cars. Even business entities, such as restaurants, are guilty of water wastage. It is time we highlighted the importance of water. Perhaps, it is also time for the Education Ministry to have a subject on social values to incorporate issues such as the importance of water conservation, pollution, road safety and all aspects of cleanliness.
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